
ST EDMUND’S PARISH, BUNGAY & HARLESTON AGM – 15TH August 2021 
 
One of the many effects of the Covid pandemic has been that we have not had an 
AGM since 7th July 2019. This means that we are not only overdue for a general 
parish meeting but also overdue for elections to the PPC and have missed out on 
various periodic events such as First Communions (in the end we had two sessions on 
two successive weekends in June) and Confirmations which we normally hold every 
third year. To complicate matters, time has not stood still and I am now both over 80 
and the victim of a, fortunately mild, stroke. Now we have arrived at the day of my 
retirement, technically midnight tonight, and hence the call for some celebration. I 
think it was supposed to be a surprise – but of course it leaked.  There will be a short 
interregnum, or sede vacante as the Vatican would call it, of one month before Father 
Mike Brookes takes over as the bishop’s appointed parish priest and I take this 
opportunity of welcoming him in advance of his arrival. It has also been decided by a 
unanimous vote of the Downside Abbey Chapter to transfer both Beccles and Bungay 
to the oversight of the Bishop and the East Anglian Diocesan Trustees, probably with 
effect from the last day of the current year 2021. Three circumstances make it 
opportune to do this at the present time. First an increasing recognition that running 
parishes is not the proper function of monasteries; second that the parish finances are 
in historically good shape at the moment and third that there have been an exceptional 
number of diocesan priests ordained these last two years – more than any other 
diocese. I will be one of very few monk-priests to have returned to the monastic life in 
recent years – and I look forward to it. 
    Mass attendance during 2019 dropped to 112 from 123 but it is difficult to interpret 
that and the following year in relation to the Covid lockdowns and dispensations. In 
general it seems that our statistics were in line with other churches in our deanary. 
Deaths, at 7, were about average for recent years. 
    At this point our AGM priest’s report usually enters a long list of volunteers to be 
thanked.  Many of these will be due to retire this year, many kindly and loyally 
hanging on until my departure. I suspect that compared to other parishes we probably 
have too few volunteers doing too much. I urge everyone to be generous in supporting 
the recruitment drive which Fr Mike will have to hold and consider how you might be 
able to serve the brethren in this way starting this winter. 
    And with that I will pause. Thank you for putting up with me for 15 years and 
please pray for the success of the next phase of my life. For myself I can only promise  
my daily prayers for you and your families, and wish you all well. 
 
Farewell, 
 
Charles Fitzgerald-Lombard (PP Bungay 2006-2021) 
15th August 2021 
Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 


