
 

 

Safeguarding Report for AGM 2021 of St Edmund’s PPC (15.08.2021) 
 

 Over the past year, processing of DBS checks effectively stopped, with only the most 
urgent checks being undertaken.  Normal safeguarding checks can now be undertaken, 
although there is still some delay in processing them.   Once normal parish activities 
resume and the new PP is in place, I will I will work through a revised list of volunteers, 
identifying those who need new/updated DBS checks, in order of priority.   
 

 At national level, a complete overhaul of the structures underpinning Safeguarding in the 
Catholic Church in England and Wales is now well underway.  In future, DBS checks 
and related advice, policy and procedures will be delivered via the Catholic Safeguarding 
Standards Agency (CSSA).  This will replace the current Catholic Safeguarding Advisory 
Service (CSAS).  This follows the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) 
and the Elliott Review, which called for a “root and branch” review of safeguarding 
structures and procedures with the aim of creating a “One Church” approach to 
safeguarding.  Details of the new project, which began in December 2020 and operates 
under the banner “Delivering Change, Building Trust” can be accessed via a dedicated 
website https://www.catholicsafeguardingproject.org/ 
 

 From a parish safeguarding rep perspective, this will require us to become familiar with 
the new structures, policies and procedures.  New training toolkits are being piloted at 
the moment and I expect this will be the main topic of our training day to be held in 
Autumn. 
 

 Following discussion with Mary Kirk, Communications Officer, we have renewed 
permission from those who contributed to the parish interviews section of the website.  
Also, we have new guidelines/templates for permission re: the safe use of images and 
for videoconferencing – the latter having grown in importance following covid restrictions, 
with many meetings taking place via Zoom.  A copy of these guidelines/templates is 
available to any parishioner on request. 
 

 Privacy and security of all parish data (this also includes data from the website and 
videoconferencing) falls under the Safeguarding remit within the parish and the Diocese, 
although there is a dedicated GDPR appointee at Diocesan level. Since the introduction 
of GDPR/The Data Protection Act 2018, this is particularly important and we are obliged 
to report all breaches to the Diocese.  So, I urge everyone who collects, processes or 
has access to any parish data (this includes contact details, images and any personal or 
financial data) to make themselves aware of and abide by the rules. I can provide a copy 
of GDPR: A brief guide for Catholic Dioceses to any parishioner on request and/or 
discuss how we can build data protection into your project.   

 
 
Helen Kirby 
Parish Safeguarding Rep 
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