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I resumed being Communications Officer on Andy Parris's resignation in August 
2019. Since then Covid has somewhat limited the scope of parish activities but had 
the happy effect of sending parishioners online for news. 
 
Interviews Before the pandemic struck I continued the interviews on the website 
with the life stories of David and Angela Paterson, Sonia Montagu, and Carl 
Adekola, and also did a feature on St Edmund's School in October 2019. During 
our third lockdown I did a Zoom interview with Sue Allen. 
 
These interviews continue to be among the most read pages on the website, and 
you may be pleased to hear that Father Michael Brookes has agreed to be 
interviewed soon. 
 
Newsletters During the successive lockdowns web activity was mostly confined to 
publishing Father Charles's emergency newsletters, and posting links to streamed 
Masses and other online events. Lisa Micallef no longer produces the newsletter 
each week, and since March 2021 I have been compiling them with material from 
Fr Charles and proof-reading by Shirley Kalinauckas. We moved to a two-page on 
A4 format to accommodate the response to the Sunday psalm and the Gospel 
acclamation - at the request of a parishioner. During the school holidays I also print 
the newsletters; in term time the school office does them. 
 
Parish get-togethers At an online meeting of the Discussion Group the idea was 
conceived to hold regular get-togethers of parishioners via Zoom, since in-person 
contact and chat over coffee after Mass were no longer possible. Regular attenders 
from both ends of the parish have appreciated these, and the separate 
geographical areas of the parish have become closer thanks to the internet. One 
notable occasion was on 29 January of this year when parishioners present and 
past came together on Zoom to sing "Happy (80th) birthday" to Father Charles. 
 
Technical stuff We suffered a (minor) cyber attack last October, when the home 
page melted away in front of my eyes, as did the back-up copy and coding. Our 
web hosts and a technical expert said there was no other explanation. Fortunately I 
had copies on my computer of some of the coding and was able to reconstruct the 
page. I have ensured the site is more secure now, and we moved to being https, 
rather than http. I do 'housekeeping' on the site every two to three weeks to make 
sure everything is running smoothly and not slowing down the site unduly. 
 
The future I would hope, as part of our parish move to live more sustainably, to 
greatly reduce, if not eliminate, hard copy newsletters, and persuade the parish that 
there is much more to be read on the website as the go-to place for parish news. I 
also hope to do more interviews and features. I should appreciate other ideas and 
input. 
 
Mary Kirk August 2021 


