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EMERGENCY NEWSLETTER No 12.    re:  7th June May 2020 
Dear Parishioners, 
    
We are now in a strange yet festal part of the liturgical year which celebrates several “Feasts 
of the Lord”, particularly aspects of our understanding of God’s nature, following on from the 
biggest feast and mystery of them all: the Resurrection from the dead of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, which we in the English-speaking world rather quaintly call “Easter” – 
an Anglo-Saxon word of no certainly known meaning. Thus last week we celebrated the feast 
of Pentecost and before that the Ascension. Today we get to grips with the idea of The Most 
Holy Trinity; next week (traditionally First Holy Communion Day) we contemplate Corpus 
Christi, the sacrament of Jesus’s ongoing presence among us till the end of time. 
   
I found an old press cutting (probably from The Tablet) reporting on an event in New York 
some years ago called “The Trinity Summit”.  I don’t know who wrote it but it struck me as 
an interesting focus on the doctrine of The Trinity which I leave with you as something to 
think about in the coming days: 
 
The Trinity Summit struggled with the classic challenge. If you save the threeness of God, 
will you lose the divine unity? If you save the unity, will you lose a sense of the divine three-
ness? And yet the Trinity must not be reduced to the model of a 1oving family or a very united 
committee. Such human comparisons fall short. Unlike the Trinity, two parents with their only 
child do not share in the one individual divine being or nature. The three divine Persons must 
not be misrepresented as three individual people, for the communion within the tripersonal 
God is infinitely closer than the community that can exist between three human persons. In a 
brilliant retrieval of the Trinitarian thought of Thomas Aquinas, Brian Leftow of Fordham 
University stressed that in God there are no separate centres of consciousness and decision-
making. 
  Kenneth Woodward's presence for part of the Trinity Summit vividly reminded the 
participants of the Pentecostal movement that has been sweeping the United States for some 
decades, because he had just published an article in Newsweek on the subject. Despite its best 
intentions, the Pentecostal movement may be subordinating the Son to the Spirit and doing 
the exact opposite of what Eastern Orthodox Christians have often rightly feared in 
Catholicism: a subordination of the Spirit to the Son. 
  The meeting included a sobering report; from Marguerite Shuster, of the Fuller Theological 
Seminary, on how few preachers present well or even attend to faith in the Trinity. Out of a 
sample of around 3,400 sermons, she found only 20 that dwelt on the Trinity. Even then they 
very often did so with appeals to experience that implied false versions of the doctrine.  
 
NOTICES:  250 Club - In normal times we would have carried out draws by now but 
are unable to do so until we are able to meet. It is our intention to carry out six draws 
in September, if we are allowed back together, for those who have paid their 
subscription. However, many previous subscribers are yet to subscribe to this year’s 
250 club thus making the fundraiser marginally viable. If you are amongst those yet to 
pay and intend to support this fundraiser could you either put the cash or cheque 
through the presbytery door or phone Carole (01986 894656) if you wish to pay direct 
into our account. Please note; all cheques must be made out to St Edmunds 250 Club - 
£12 per number per annum. 250 Club team. 
 



NEXT SUNDAY is the Feast of Corpus Christi. This year the celebration of First 
Holy Communion is postponed, probably until October.    
 
Every best wish,   
Father Charles 


