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EMERGENCY NEWSLETTER No 11.    re:  1 June 2020 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
The feast of Pentecost has come around again and, combined with the Ascension, it is 
traditionally a time when we are called on to think about our faith, what it is that we 
believe and why, and how the practical outcome or living out of that faith does, or at 
least should, give meaning to our daily lives. 
    
One of my many “lockdown” tasks has been to prepare background notes to send to 
the Oratorians asking for authentication of the “relic,” a letter which I discovered last 
year about the time of Newman’s canonisation and which was posted on the website 
for your encouragement. It was to his former pupil, my great-uncle, who was having a 
crisis of faith as an Oxford undergraduate in the 1870s. In it Newman quotes the story 
in St Mark’s Gospel (Ch 9, vs14-29) when an unnamed man begs Jesus to cure his 
child and adds his own prayer which I personally find reassuring whenever I feel my 
faith is being challenged: “Lord, I do believe, help my unbelief.” Here again, before I 
send it away, is the text of that letter which I hope you too will find reassuring: 
 
        The Oratory 
       Birmingham, Dec 27. 1876 
My dear John Flanagan 
 
I have been saying Mass for you this morning, as it is your Saint’s day. Don’t suppose 
I have not thought anxiously about you. But I never have been able to see a short & 
easy way to a cloudless faith when the sky has once been overcast with temptations to 
doubt. 
 
Of course I do not know you enough to speak confidently, but my great hope, from 
what you said to me, is, that you do not doubt, but have a multitude of importunate 
objections coming thick when you think of sacred things. You do not actually doubt, 
which implies a deliberate act of the will. 
 
The words of the man in the gospel “Lord I believe, help Thou my unbelief,” are 
descriptive of the state of mind of many men who do not sin in experiencing it. I think 
I said to you that such flitting tormenting questionings of the truth of religion are very 
frequent in the case of those who turn to God after a careless life. They can’t help 
their coming into their mind. 
 
My great hope is, that, if you can take a true view and a just estimate of yourself, 
instead of letting yourself be cast down, if you could get yourself to feel that you have 
unseen enemies who wish to torment and unsettle you, you would even be able at this 
joyful sacred time to go to the sacraments – Perhaps you have gone – Any how I will 
not cease to believe that that happiness is reserved for you at no distant time. 
God bless you -  Yours most truly -  John H Newman 
    



Keep well, keep the Faith, God keep you all in these challenging times, 
 
 Father Charles. 


