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EMERGENCY NEWSLETTER No 3     re:  5th April 2020 
Dear Parishioners 
  While some of us have enjoyed the peace, quiet and opportunity for reflection and 
reading afforded by the current lock-down, I must say that it is beginning to become 
frustrating and I look forward to the earliest possible return to normality. It is 
particularly distressing to learn from the joint bishops’ instructions that the special 
services associated with our celebration of Easter: Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and the Saturday Vigil service, and of course Easter Sunday itself, are to 
celebrated by the priest privately in parish churches, though there are plenty of 
opportunities for all of you to participate on-line, most notably from St John’s 
Cathedral, Norwich (see our parish website). 
    This Sunday is Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week, so I have taken the 
precaution of pre-blessing a number Palms which any of you are free to collect from 
the table in the presbytery porch so that you can have one with you during the 
streaming on Sunday morning. Apart from the simplified procession with palms, this 
is almost a normal Sunday but still subject to the restrictions which have been in place 
for the last two weeks. One notable difference however is the “long gospel”, an 
extensive reading from St Matthew’s account of the Passion and Death of the Lord 
(beginning Mt 2, 13). The text is marked up for 3 or 4 part readers: the Narrator, the 
Christ; and the crowd, with the option of dividing the crowd part into individuals and 
others. That could be a good way of reading it in a family group. I shall offer this 
Mass for Archbishop Peter Smith (RIP) at 9.00 am but streaming times vary. 
    This year the Tuesday Chrism Mass for the blessing of Holy Oils has been 
postponed until after the emergency is over – so too has the reception of adult 
candidates for baptism etc. 
    On Thursday (Maundy Thursday) we simplify the Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
(which I celebrate, still alone, at 5pm) but I will omit the washing of feet and the 
procession to the Altar of Repose. 
    Then on Friday (Good Friday) we have the traditional Liturgy of the Lords 
Passion at 3pm with the “long gospel” from St John (Ch 18, 1). The Pope has added 
an additional Bidding Prayer asking for God’s mercy worldwide “in time of  
Pandemic” with a form of veneration of the cross which excludes physically kissing 
it. I would guess that most streaming churches will stick to the traditional time 
(supposedly the hour of his death), 3pm. 
    Holy Saturday has no liturgy until the evening when (at 8pm) we hold the Vigil 
Ceremony which incorporates the First Mass of Easter Sunday (and thus counts as our 
Sunday Mass) with the blessing of the Fire omitted and so starts with the blessing of 
the Paschal Candle which I will honour with the traditional sung “Exultet” and 
which will remain on the sanctuary until the feast of Pentecost (a duplicate candle is 
displayed at Harleston). 
   Finally, on Easter Sunday, we have the morning Mass (again at 9am) which once 
more I will offer alone, but in a special spirit of unity with the whole parish – but how 
sad. Let us pray especially in this holy week that we will never, ever, have to shrink 
our Easter liturgy quite so drastically again. 
 
With every best wish and blessing to you all, including your families.  Fr Charles 


